ditch full of water, and that between the rampart
and the ditch, a fence was set up of oaken pali- to
sades. The townspeople considered that side the
strongest, and felt more secure in that quarter
than elsewhere. La Noue had been informed that
the water in the ditch was only three feet deep,
and therefore he judged that the assault should
be attempted on that side. But in order to draw
away the garrison from that point, he ordered
a party of his people to attack the town on the
opposite side with as much noise as possible. As
soon as they had done this, and the soldiers of
the garrison* as La Noue had calculated, began
to hasten to this point, he gave orders to the men
whom he had kept with himself, to step into the
ditch, and with poles armed with iron hooks,
provided for the purpose, to pull down the pal-
isade of oakf and when this was destroyed, to
dash into the town. This they did promptly, and
so the place was won. Count Egmont was taken
there, with some of the nobility of Artois, who
had accompanied him, all of whom, I hear, have
been carried to Ghent I believe Egmont had
with him his wife, whom he married last winter.
I have not yet heard whether many of La Noue's
men fell in the assault. Some of Egmont's accom-
plices have been taken at Brussels, and they are
treating with them to give up the other con*
spimtors* A plan was also on foot for betraying
Vilvorde, and some of the traitors were put in
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